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Michael Witkin has been commissioned as the architect to design the new
facilities for Congregation Beth Am. The proposed design consists of a
Sanctuary, Social Hall, Jewish Learning Center and Administration Offices,
which all focus onto a Remembrance Courtyard. Upon arrival, the members
of the congregation will walk through this courtyard, which will consist of an
orchard of orange trees, running water features and a replica of the facade of
the Roudnice Ritual Hall, connecting us to the past.

In order to recreate this facade, it was necessary for Michael to visit Roudnice,
Czech Republic, to gather information including architectural measurements
and photographs. This is his story.



Broken stars of David lie strewn amongst the bones of our ancestors. Moss
covered tombstones ripped and aborted from the wet black mother earth
weep in their desecration, silent and haunting:

This secret garden within a veil of trees protecting itself from the reality
which surrounds it; so discreet that one could never know the treasure that
lies within the mirage of trees sprung up in the middle of deserted fields of
sunflowers.

There the spirits hold hands and dance to peace. The only peace they may
have ever known. Death.



I looked down at the only picture known to exist and given to me by the
Jewish Museum of Prague. This was the place, yet I would have never
known it's glory as it stands now. I was not sure of my emotions and the rain
suddenly felt like a million tear drops beating down on me chilling my bones.

-

I touched the bricks that made up what was left of a wall and continued down
the narrow path leading through the cemetery. The sun peaked through
barely reaching into the depth of this overgrown and neglected place of
reverence.

Blankets of trees so deep and thick intertwined one another shielding broken
tombs and protecting tightly what yet remained. God has not abandoned
these souls.






























